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Audit Bureau of Circulations




CONSUMER MAGAZINE – REQUEST FOR TEST PROGRAM APPROVAL

At the July 2008 meeting, the ABC board endorsed the offering to consumer magazines to test new circulation marketing programs that may not currently be available due to the lack of ABC qualification standards related to the audit materials known to be available. During this test period, publishers would work with ABC to determine the audit process to be executed based on the specifics of the program being launched.  

The following criteria must be met for a program to apply for test under ABC:

· The publisher provides ABC advance notice and submits necessary materials prior to the program being launched.  Advance notice will need to include the below completed form.

· The program as designed does not violate any current ABC rules 

· The test phase, during which audit processes would be determined, does not exceed 12 months.

· Circulation generated during the test is reported as verified or analyzed non-paid.

· If the circulation can be audited and the results are favorable, any new business generated subsequent to ABC notifying publisher of the success of audit, will qualify under the appropriate circulation category (i.e. paid, verified, analyzed non-paid)

Publishers having their programs tested with ABC for audit processes will also be required to submit to the ABC periodic updates regarding quantity of circulation generated under the program. This data will be reported to the ABC board in monitoring activity of the program. Details regarding how and when information will be required to be submitted can be found under section five of the form below.

The advance notification, to include the completed form below, must arrive at ABC prior to the launch of any test and should be sent directly to your ABC Publisher Relations manager. 

1.  Publication Information
	A. Listing of participating titles(s) and ABC assigned member number (04- xxxx-x)
	


2.   Description of Program Under Test

	A.  Launch date of test program
	

	B.  Anticipated volume of sales to be generated (by publication if multiple publications are involved)


	

	C.  Request program classification (i.e., individually paid, partnership, etc)
	

	D.  Description of program (attach all promotional materials to be used in program) 


	

	E.  Requested length of test period
	


3. Information Regarding Audit Materials 

Describe the materials that are known to be available for the audit, to include materials of proof of order and proof of payment by purchaser. (Include samples of all materials described below)

	


4.   ABC Contact for Test Program
Provide contact information of individual responsible for working with ABC to determine test approach to be executed for the program under review.

	Name of Individual
	

	Title of Individual
	

	Address
	

	Telephone Number 
	

	E-mail Address
	


5.  Required Interim Information to be submitted

During the test period, the ABC board will receive updates regarding the progress of determining the appropriate process for validation of this circulation source. The reporting to be made to the ABC board will include an update by the audit staff regarding the process made as well as data pertaining to the quantity of business generated from the test program. The reporting to ABC of volume of sales generated is the responsibility of each publication involved in the test program. The following scheduled is to be followed:

	Business Generated
	Timing of reporting to ABC Publisher Relations Manager

	July through September Business
	No later than September 30th

	October through January Business
	No later than January 31th

	February through June Business
	No later than June 30th


Provide the contact information of the individual responsible for providing this information to their assigned Publisher Relations manager for all publications in a test program. 

	Name of Individual
	

	Title of Individual
	

	Address
	

	Telephone Number 
	

	E-mail Address
	


RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR Publisher Relations manager. 
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